
GCSE Business Curriculum Overview 

YEAR Focus Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

10 • Paper 1: 

Influences 

of 

operations 

and HRM 

on 

business 

activity 

• Business 

in the real 

world 

• Influences 

on 

business 

• Business 

operations 

• Human 

resources 

 

 

 

3.1.1 The purpose 

and nature of 

businesses   

• Purpose of 

business 

• Reasons for 

starting a 

business 

• The purpose of 

business activity, 

the role of 

business 

enterprise and 

entrepreneurship, 

and the dynamic 

nature of 

business. 

• Students need to 

be aware of the 

impact business 

in the real world 

has on the four 

functional areas 

of business: 

• business 

operations 

• human resources 

3.1.2 Business 

ownership 

The importance 

of external 

influences on 

business and how 

businesses 

change in 

response to these 

influences. 

 

Students need to 

be aware of the 

impact influences 

on business have 

on the four 

functional areas 

of business: 

• business 

operations 

• human 

resources 

• marketing 

• finance. 

 

 

• Sole traders 

• Partnerships 

• Private limited 

companies 

(ltd) 

• Public limited 

companies 

(plc) 

3.3 Business 

operations 

Students should 

understand the 

interdependent 

nature of business 

operations, human 

resources, marketing 

and finance.  

 

Students should be 

able to give 

examples of how 

business objectives 

would be split into 

functional plans with 

clear links 

throughout. 

What business 

operations involve, 

their role within the 

production of goods 

and the provision of 

services, and how 

they influence 

business activity. 

 

3.4 Human resources 

 

Students should 

understand the 

interdependent nature of 

business operations, 

human resources, 

marketing and finance.  

Students should be able 

to give examples of how 

business objectives would 

be split into functional 

plans with clear links 

throughout. 

The purpose of human 

resources, its role within 

business and how it 

influences business 

activity. 

 

Recap of all 

paper 1 content  

 

Paper 1: 

Influences of 

operations and 

HRM on business 

activity 

 

What's assessed 

Business in the 

real world  

• Influences 

on 

business  

• Business 

operations 

• Human 

resources 

 

Introduction to 

paper 2 - 

 

 Paper 2: 

Influences of 

marketing and 

finance on 

business activity 

What's assessed 

• Business 

in the real 

world 

Influences 

on 

business 

• Marketing 

• Finance 

 



• marketing 

• finance. 

•  

 

• Not-for-profit 

organisations 

 

 

What's assessed 

• Business 

in the real 

world 

• Influences 

on 

business 

• Business 

operations 

• Human 

resources 

Learning Check 1: 

Topic 1 

Learning Check 

2:  
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Learning Check 3: 

Topic 3 

Learning Check 4: Topic 

3 

Learning Check 

5: Topic 4 

MOCK EXAMS:  

Paper 1 

Extra-
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Vocational Period 6 after school  Vocational Period 6 after school Vocational Period 6 after school 

Home 
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11 Paper 2: 

Influences of 

marketing and 

finance on 

business activity 

 

• Business 

in the real 

world 

• Influences 

on 

business 

• Marketing 

• Finance 

 

3.5 Marketing 

Students should 

understand the 

interdependent 

nature of business 

operations, human 

resources, marketing 

and finance. 

Students should be 

able to give 

examples of how 

business objectives 

would be split into 

functional plans with 

clear links 

throughout. 

The purpose of 

marketing, its role 

3.6 Finance 

Students should 

understand the 

interdependent 

nature of 

business 

operations, 

human 

resources, 

marketing and 

finance. Students 

should be able to 

give examples of 

how business 

objectives would 

be split into 

functional plans 

Revision and recap 

of all units of study  

 

• use business 

terminology 

to identify 

and explain 

business 

activity 

• apply 

business 

concepts to 

familiar and 

unfamiliar 

contexts 

• develop 

problem 

solving and 

Recap on application and 

exam style questions/ 

past papers 

 

 

Students will apply their 

knowledge and 

understanding to 

business decision making 

including: 

• the 

interdependent 

nature of business 

activity, influences 

on business, 

business 

operations, 

finance, marketing 

Examinations  

 

Paper 1 and 

Paper 2 

 



within business and 

how it influences 

business activity. 

 

with clear links 

throughout. 

The purpose of 

the finance 

function, its role 

within business 

and how it 

influences 

business activity. 

 

decision 

making skills 

relevant to 

business 

• investigate, 

analyse and 

evaluate 

business 

opportunities 

and issues 

• make justified 

decisions 

using both 

qualitative 

and 

quantitative 

data 

including its 

selection, 

interpretation, 

analysis and 

evaluation, 

and the 

application of 

appropriate 

quantitative 

skills. 

 

and human 

resources, and 

how these 

interdependencies 

underpin business 

decision making 

• how different 

business contexts 

affect business 

decisions 

• the use and 

limitation of 

quantitative and 

qualitative data in 

making business 

decisions. 

 

 

What's assessed 

• Business 

in the real 

world 

• Influences 

on 

business 

• Marketing 

• Finance 

Learning Check 1: 

Topic 5 

MOCK EXAMS: 

Paper 2 

Learning Check 2: 

Topic 6 

Learning Check 3: 

Topic 1-6 

GCSE exams 

begin 



 

 

Extra-

Curricular: 

Vocational Period 6 after school 

Home 

Resources: 

Visit MS Teams Class page 

Online revision resources 

Revision materials in class books 

Revision work sheets 

Paper 1 and Paper 2 Past Paper 


